
Philosophy 233 
Laying out a debate on Deafness 
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 Two questions 

1.  Do [             ] have a right 
to continue the Deaf World 
[against          ]? 

2.  Do [parents] do something wrong 
to their children 
by continuing the Deaf World? 

“Typical hearing response” 
• Yes 
• Because deafness is 

a disability 
(a harmful  
medical condition?) 

Deaf world response (Lane) 
• No 
• Is deafness harmful?  (Is it purely harmful?) 
• Is it a medical condition?   

 

A contested conditional: 
 
If ___________ is true of condition x, 
then x is a [disability / harmful medical condition]  
and there is no right to spread x 

a. Do parents have a right against their children to continue 
the Deaf World? 

b. Do parents have a right against the state to continue the 
Deaf World? 

c. Does the Deaf World have a right to continue against 
the state? 

d. Does the Deaf World have a right to continue against 
Deaf parents? 

e. Does the Deaf World have a right to continue against 
children? 

 

Davis 
• Yes 
• This necessarily 

closes children’s 
futures 

Mills 
• It depends 
• On…? 


